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REPORT. 



THE COMMITTEE to whom the several Petitions of Clothiers, 
Woollen Manufacturers, Carpet Weavers, Flannel Weavers, Woollen 
Drapers, and other Persons interested in the Woollen Manufacture of 
Ireland^ and resident or carrying on Business in the City of Dublin 
and County of the same, in the County and City of Cork, and County 
of Tipperary, and in the Counties of Wicklow and Kildare, were 
referred, to examine the Matters thereof, and report the same, with 
their Opinion thereupon to the House ; and to whom the Petition 
of the Right honourable John Lord de Blaquiejx, His Majesty s 
Alnager of the Kingdom of Ireland, was also referred; Have 
examined the Matters of the said Petitions ; and agreed upon the 
following Resolutions : 

1. Resolved, 

THAT it is the Opinion of this Committee, That the Alnage Laws are 
wholly inapplicable to the present state of the Woollen Manufacture, 
and would be materially injurious to it, if enforced ; and that therefore 
they recommend their immediate repeal. 

2. Resolved, 

THAT it appears to this Committee, That Lord de Blaquiere has a 
vested Right in a Patent for the office of Alnager ; of which twenty-eight 
years are unexpired. 

3. Resolved, 

THAT it is the Opinion of this Committee, That, as far as they have 
been able to ascertain the Value, after paying all the expenses of en- 
forcing, it will not exceed the sum of Five hundred Pounds a year ; and 
it is the recommendation of this Committee, that some means should be 
adopted to compensate him, but that it should not be borne by any 
Tax on the Woollen Trade or Manufacture ; and therefore they recommend 
to the House, that provision be made for these purposes. 



3 June 1817. 
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APPENDIX: 



Minutes of Evidence taken before the Committee. 



Sabbati, 24" die Maii, 1817, 



Robert Shaw, Esq. in the Chair. 



PETITIONS of the Woollen Manufacturers o( Ireland were 
X read. ’ 

Jeremiah Houghlon, Esq. called inj and Examined. 

'Jtnvmhilnughton, ARE you a woollen manufacturer? — I am. 

V At Celbridge, in the county of Kildare. 

What effect have the Alnage laws, in your opinion, upon the Woollen trader 
— I hey had been a considerable time in disuse, long previous to mv going to 
Ireland, and they have been so ever since I have been there, which is twelve 
years. 

Are you a manufacturer of new or old drapery? — I am a manufacturer of 
both new and old. 

What particular manufactures?— Worsted goods, commonly denominated 
wild boars, something like a tabbinet, only it has no silk in it, but made en- 
tirely of worsted. 

going into a shop, what would you call it ?— Wild boar stuff. 

What else do you manufacturer— Cloths, which are called old drapery of 
almost every description. ’’ 

Since you have been in that trade, have the Alnage laws ever been enforced 
on any species of drapery r— They were attempted to be enforced by a Mr. 
Elliot, to whom Lord de Blaquiere had assigned the patent. 

At what period ?— Probably in the year i8o8, to the best of my recollection. 

Upon what species of drapery did he attempt to impose tiie law ?_Upon 
every description of old drapery, the new having been previously repealed. 

What was the issue of that attempt?— The issue was, that we paid him the 
sum of 50/. on account, but no further sum was ever demanded from us. 

Do you mean 50/. for him not to enforce the laws?— As a compensation for 
Ills not doing his duty rigidly. 

Did he sea! your cloths then? — No; he appointed a person in the factory 
to do the business, and they were sealed for a short time. 

For how long did this last? — Probably two months, and it fell aqain into 
disuse. 

From that period to the present what has been done ?— Nothing further has 
been done in the way of enforcing the law, except what Lord de Blaquiere has 
done; recently he served us with a notice, of which the following is a copy : 

. “ Alnage Office, Dublin Castle, January 20th, 1817. 

It being resolved to put the laws for the regulation of the woollen 
manulacttiie into full force, I think it proper to send you an extract from 
the Act <>1 Pai I a .lem 40 Geo. III. sec. 5, .-xml to inform you, that if the 
direct'o ^ jvseribed are not complied with in the space of one 

week liuiii tuc ..elivery of this notice, the penalty imposed by the Act will 
be strictly enforced.” 

When 
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ON THE ALNAGE LAWS OF IRELAND. 5 

When ffas this notice served?— zStli January 1817. , r., a , 

Have any steps been taken since that to eniorce those sections ot the a'\ct ol ^ 
Parliament alluded to ?— I understand, in several parts steps have been taken. 

What would be the effect, jf the law was enforced agreeable to the notice 

served? — It would amount to an abolition of the manufacture. 

How so? — The regulations prescribed by that Act are totally inconsistent with 
the present mode of manufacturing, and with the implements of machinery 
necessary for perfecting the cloth, The Act prescribes that the manufeciurer may 
be compelled to carry his cloth six miles to receive the Alnage seals, the delay 
and inconvenience attending which would be very great: it also prescribes that 
no lower bar, &c. shall be made use of in the tentenng the cloth, without whicli 
the goods cannot be properly finished: it also prescribes that woollen goods 
shall be made of particular lengths, and contain a certain miniber of beers, 
which is forty threads, for which the present machinery is wholly inapplicable; 
the demand is for a description of goods containing a less number ot beers 
and of greater length. There is also another disadvantage ; the custom-house 
officer is compelled by law to see that every piece of goods exported from the 
country has received the Alnage seal. Another great inconvenience attending 
this Act is, that the opportunities of drying the cloths would frequently be ipst, 
from the Alnager not being able to attend at more places than one at the same 
time: and if indisposed to attend, there is nothing binding on him so to do. 

At the time the Alnager enforced this fee, did it appear to be merely tor the 
sake of the fee, or did he examine the cloths and go through the necessary forms ; 
was it more for his own benefit or for the public good?— For his own oeneht. 

Did he examine all the cloths at the time he put the seal on larther 
than measuring them, iu order to ascertain the length. 

Can you for many opinion what the amount of the fees would be anriually, 
if the Alnage laws were enforced according to the Act of Parliament. 1 have 
formed an opinion respecting the manufactures generally, not any one manufac- 
ture particularly. .... r j i 4 

Have you made a calculation of the whole — I have, as far as regards broad 
cloths and goods of that description ; including every thing, in fact, except flan- 
nels and frizes. . . . ^ , tl j- 

State what your view is ?— This is the Estimate which I have formed ; [handing 
in a Paper, which was read as follows ;] 

An ESTIMATE of the Value of the Office of Alnager, in Ireland, 
provided the Act relating to the same can be enforced. 

Taking fh® number of Billies employed, as the only fair criterion, the 
account will stand thus \ 



O. 'Willans & Sons 
Wm. Burke - - 
C. Dnimgoole - - 

John Suton - • 

Murray & Alcorn - - Rathfarnhara 

John Hunt - - - - Milltown - 

Burk & Sons - - - - ditto 

Thomas Beasley - - - Island Bridge 

Thomas Parker - - - Red Mills - 
Andrew M'Cracken - ditto 
Mrs. Pounden - - - ditto 
Robert Riky - - - - ditto 

Gibbons & Co. - - - Moate 
J. Houghton - - - - Celbridge - 

Scott & Co. _ - - - Kilkenny - 

Brower & Co. - - - - ditto 

Gastello ditto 

Lane & Sons - . . - Cork - 

B. Foley ► - - - - ditto 

Crofts ditto 

J. Boyle Carrick 

Robinson ----- Blue Bell 

315- 



Kilmainhara and Rathfarnham 
Rockbrook - 

Ballymore, Eustace & Kilmushand • 
Rockbrook 



Billies. 

9 



4 

4 

2 

4 

4 

3 

4 
3 

3 

4 

10 

6 

4 

4 

4 



(continuedJi 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




6 



Jeremiah Harughton, 




APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM COMMITTEE 

Shaw & Co. - - - - Merino Factory - - - - 

Millan of Mountmellick - 

Suppose in county of Wexford 

John Lambert - - - - Rockbrook - - . - . 

Wm, Allen • - - - - Rathdrum 



2 

4 

2 

2 

Z 



Each billy is computed to turn out, when fairly worked,] 

5 p’ each per week 

There are 52 weeks in one year - -^52 




The Alnage Fees and subsidy on each p*. will averatre o d. - i o 

3^.isha1f - - ius 

2 , 0 ) ao47,5 
£. 1,023. 15J. 

N. B. The above calculation extends only to broad and forest cloths &c 
being independent of the flannels and frize made in Ireland. ’ 



Is this return now handed in, the greatest quantity that the manufacturers could 
make? — I believe it is a very fair calculation. 

It is a calculation on the supposition that they are always in full work ? Yes 

working the usual number of hours in a day, which is twelve 5 if we work over 
hours, we can do more. 

Do you think that there ever has been 27,300 pieces turned out from lo'i 
billies in Ireland ? — I do not believe there has. 

Have you any idea of the quantity made in Ireland in a year?— This statement 
shows the capability of the machines, if they were kept at full work. 

Is that the only calculation you can maker— I have made other calculations. 
It appears from the best information I have been able to collect, that thirty-one 
billies out of the 105, as stated by me to be in Ireland, have not been employed 
during the last year, of course there would be that deduction from the value of 
the patent j I am not able to state what the amount would be. 

Is the entire amount of that clear profit to the patentee ? No, for he will 

have to pay out of that amount the salaries of his sub-deputies and chief deputy 

To what extent would be the reduction ?— I cannot state the number of officers 
which would be necessary. 

State it as a matter of opinion? — It has appeared to me that fifteen deputies 
would be necessary for managing the business, three for the city and county of 

Dublin, Ballymore, Eustace one, Celbridge one, Merino Factory one, Kilkenny 

one, Moate one, sundry fairs in Ireland one, Cork one, Garrick one, county of 
Wicklow two, county of Galway one, and one chief deputy. ^ 

Have you made any estimate of the value of the fees arising from the other 
branches of the trade ? — I am not able to form any opinion, not knowing the 
extent; 1 would wish to state, with the permission of the Committee, that the 
clothiers of Ireland are a very poor set of manufacturers, and wholly unable to 
pay the fees which might be imposed on them if this Act were not wholly repealed • 
the restriction regarding the breadth applies particularly to kersies. * 

Supposing the Alnage laws to be repealed in Ireland, what system would you 
propose to protect the consumer against the frauds which might be practised by 
the manufacturer ? — The interest of the manufacturer, as it is always the in- 
terest of the manufacturer to make such an article as will obtain a demand ; it is 
not the manufacturing an article in a dishonest way, that willserve the manu- 
facturer j 
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ON THE ALNAGE LAWS OF IRELAND. 7 

facturer • and from the experience which I have had as a merchant in attendrn" yeytmusmovghion, 
the cloth halls, (in Huddersfield particularly, I was in the habir, at the time ^ ^ 

that the Stamp Act was in full force, of purchasing cloths which were made out 
of the county of York, and to which kind of cloths the Act did not apply) 1 
never found that a piece of cloth was any worse for not having the Alnage seal 
affixed to it. The credit of the manufacturer can only be upheld by making the 
article honestly, and the more free and disencumbered the trade is from all those 
monstrous and absurd restrictions, the more it will flourish. ^ 

What disadvantage has arisen to the trade from the discontinuance of the 
Alnage on Ireland? — None whatever. tt » i u 15 

The Alnage seal was attached to. some cloths in the Huddersfield market. 

Y"es, where the Act applied j but the Act did not extend to the county of Lan- 
caster ; and a number of cloths were brought from thence for sale in the Hud- 
dersfield market, and were usually termed cut cloths, the length being cut in the 
end of the piece, instead of being stamped on the seal. 

Do you conceive that any sort of legislative restriction is necessary for the 
prevention of fraud? — None whatever. 

Either as to the length of the piece, the breadth, or the texture ? No. 

Or stretching? — No; if a person overstretches his cloth, it will shrink when 
it receives the least moisture, and the credit of that person is thereby lost. 

In the carrying on that description of manufacture, are not many persons 
employed who have no character to support? — ^True, there are some. 

Would there be no danger from such description of manufacturers bringing 
to market goods fraudulently manufactured r — There would undoubtedly, but 
there would be far greater danger of such a person attempting a fraud when the 
seals were made use of ; for it is a very common practice in Yorkshire, when a 
merchant wants to have his piece longer than the seal prescribes, ^^to send the 
man to an alehouse, — “ here is a shilling for you, go get some ale.” 

Do you not imagine that if the Alnage laws were honestly executed, that it 
would prevent the species of fraud which has been alluded tor I here is not a 
doubt of that, if it was strictly exercised ; hut if the manufacturer is disposed 
to have his goods of great length, it is only necessary that he should leave them 
so much short of the milling which they usually receive. 

In the manufacture of frizes particularly, is there not a species of fraud 
which arises from the use of what are called flocks being inserted in the tucking 
or in the milling ?— I really do not know what is the practice among the 
manufacturers. - , x i • r .u 

Jf what is called flocks were introduced into frizes in the tucking 01 them, 
would it not be likely to impose upon a person who came to buy the manufacture, 
that was not as well acquainted with its nature as the manufacturer himself? > 

There are no flocks inserted in the operation of the tuck mill, except such as 
float loosely on the surface of the piece, and which must of necessity be shook 
off or raised off. . , ■ , , r .i. 

In what part of the process could flocks be inserted, m the texture or the 
cloths ? — They could be inserted in the scrihling, and are frequently so done. 

For what purpose ? — For the purpose, in the first place, of bringing the article 
to a cheaper rate; and, in the second place, for the purpose of improving the 

When exposed to wet, do not those flocks melt away — Never, if judiciously 

^ Tlien you hold that the insertion of flocks is by no means a fraudulent making- 
up of the cloth ?— It is a making-up in general use by no means traudulent, and 
it is an improvement to many descriptions of cloth. 

If sope was used in the tuck-mill, would it not assist in making the flocks 
adhere to the cloth while in the process of tucking? — It might ; but any that 
would adhere in the way described, would certainly come out and shake oft, or 
be raised off in the operation of gigging. 

On the whole do you think that any restraint or restriction, or any condition 
for regulating, or any seal of Alnager» or other person is uecessary, or would be 
beneficial to the woollen manufactures in Ireland ? — Decidedly not. i* . 

Do you not think such restriction or restraint would be injurious, aud subject 
manufacturers to vexatious exactions ? — Certainly, 

How many billies have you ?— Ten. , 
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Jermiuhllouglton, How many pieces do you turn out? — I cannot answer that exactly. 

What do you. conceive you should have to pay in a year to the Alnager r — 

' * Certainly above loo a year. 

Is there any manufacturer so large as yourself ?— No. 



Luna^ die Maii, 1817- 
Robert Shaw, Esq. in the Chair. 



ObadiaUVillaiis. Willaus, called in} and Examined. 

'' ' ■' ARE you in the woollen trader — I am. 

Where do you keep your manufactory ?— At Kilraainham, near Dublin. 

Have you been long in the trade ?— About five years as a manufacturer in 
Ireland. 

You have been along time in the trade ? — -Ever since I knew any thing, that 
has been my business. 

Was a notice served on you from Lord De Blaquiere, of an intention to en- 
force the Alnage laws ? — Yes. 

What effect do you consider that the enforcing of the Alnage laws would have 
on the woollen manufacturers? — I think it would be entirely a prohibition of the 
manufactures oflrelancl. 

Will you state your reasons for thinking so? — The mode of manufacturing is 
different at this day to what it was when those laws were formed ; the goods are 
now quite of a different texture. 

Would the machinery you have at the present day, answer to make the cloth 
agreeable to the Alnage laws ? — I could not make one piece agreeable to the 
Alnage laws, with the present machinery. 

Have the Alnage laws ever been put in force since you have been in the busi- 
ness? — Never with me; they have often applied, but I always resisted it as 
far as this. 

Have you measured the cloth at all ? — It never was measured at any one 
time I know of; there was a deputy appointed, but he never did any thing. 

You had a deputation yourself, or some person in your manufactory ? — It was 
a servant ofour.s who had the deputation, but it was not acted upon, and I would 
not allow it. 

Did you ever pay any thing to the Alnager ? — Never. 

W’'liat is the precise object of the regulations which are prescribed for old 
drapery ; what do you suppose is the object of preventing the use of a lower 
bar ? — I really camiot form an opinion on it. 

Y ou are not aware of any advantage from prohibiting it ? — I think I could not 
make a tenter at all without a lower bar, and the cloths could not be finished as 
they ought without a lower bar ; they might have rails for hanging pieces on, 
but they could not tenter them. 

Is there not a limitation as to the number of beers in a piece by the Alnao-e 
laws? — Yes. ® 

Do you know the object of that?— I suppose to prevent fraud, I know of no 
other object ; but there are no goods made according to it. 

Did you hear the evidence of Mr. Houghton the other day ? — I did. 

Do you concur with him in the different statements he made ? — 1 do. 

Are you aware that there are no limitations limiting the length and breadth 
of broad cloths, with the exception of kerseys ?— I thought it extended to every 
tiling. 

Do you apprehend that the kerseys, under this regulation, will be better se- 
cured against fraud, than those cloths to which the regulations are no longer 
applicable? — I do not see which way it would be possible for the Alnager to 
secure against fraud : I can make a piece of cloth of thirty-six beers, and I can 
make it of fifty, and he would not tell me the difference ; it would require a very 
nice judge to do it after it entered the tuck-mill : I do not know that I could do 
it myself. 

Have 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



ON THE ALNAGE TAWS OF IRELAND. 



7.3 



9 

1 Have the Alnage laws been repealed with respect to England? — I believe >?i. 

the Stamp Aefhas. Qhaduih Wiliam. 

Have not you been in trade in England a long time? — Yes. ' 

j Do you know the regulations of this country very well? — I do; and I do 

1 not know that there is any restriction from making goods in any way the 

trader pleases. 

I How long have you left England ? — I hav« at the present moment a factory 

; in England. 

And you have been all your life in trade here? — I have been fifteen years in 
I Ireland, and I have a partner now in England, and have had for many years in 

I Yorkshire; there is a searcher that attends the fulling-mills to measure the cloths, 

; Upon which he is paid a 'halfpenny 'for the lead and a penny for measuring; there 

[ is also an inspector that attends the tenters for the merchants, which 1 believe 

I is paid for by the Crown, but I am not certain, or the county ; it is at no 

! expense to the merchant or the manufacturer. 

-Does that take place in any part of England except Yorkshire? — I do not 
I know of it in any part except in tha- neighbourhood of Leeds ; it was merely to 

[ accommodate a few old merchants who would have no way but tlieir own, or it 

I would have been totally abolished, I believe. 

Do you know whether the cloths which are so sealed have any preference over 
the cloths manufactured in those counties where no such operation takes place ? 

I -—I know of none. 

f Do you know whether any such measure takes place in the manufactui-e of 

cloths in Wiltshire? — 1 have been led to understand not. 

Is not the system of selling cloths in Yorkshire different from what it is gem - 
! rally in Ireland? — It is. 

You have no cloth halls in Ireland?— We have no cloth halls, at least 1 never 
saw any. 

I Are the cloths sold in a different manner in that part of Yorkshire where the 

sealing and measuring takes place, from what they are in the other parts of the 
\ county of York, and in Lancashire, or any other of the manufacturing counties? 

‘ —They are sold both ways, both in the finished and unfinished state; where the 

Stamp Act is not in force, those cloths that do not come under the searchers are 
sold at Huddersfield market, the same as the cloth that does, and I know no 
drflerence in them. 

j Are they sold in -as large quantities in the parts where the sealing does not 

take place, as in the parts where it does? — They are sold in the same markets, 
but not in so large quantities, because the manufacturers are not in the. neigli- 
• bourhood. 

Are the-cloths sold in as large quantities m Wiltshire as in Yorkshire where 
; the Stamp Act is in forcer — I cannot speak to that. 

Does not the having a seal to the cloth, where the cloth is sold in public halls 
or markets, materially facilitate the transaction of business between the buyer 
and seller ? — Y ery often ; I have seen a great deal of litigation on the seal ; if they 
were properly measured, no doubt but it would be so ; I have known sometimes 
four or five yards short of tlie seal, and six or eight inches short in breadth. 

Then the seal does not affix a security to the purchaser, that the goods arc of 
the description they purport to be? — Yes, I believe it does; it goes so far as 
this, that it is a guide for the merchant, and if he finds them not to be honest, he 
then 'Calls in the inspector, and he puts them in water and measures them again. 

Do the Committee understand you, that the seal does or does not afford a 
sufficient ground for the purchasers relying that the cloth is of the same descrip- 
I tion it purports to be, without any further examination into it ?— 1 would not 

purchase the cloth on the seal ; 1 never do it without measuring it. 

What is the general practice; is it tlie general practice to remeasure the 
cloth when it is bought? — Certainly; a mercliant in Yorkshire will not take the 
cloth without measuring it, for there is not one in twenty that is right. 

Does^heseal contain the name of the person wlw affixes it? — I believe it 
does, the name of the searcher, or of the mill. 

Did you make any calculation of the amount that the Alnage wxmlcl come 
to ? — There is a calculation given in, which I conceive is pretty accurate, as 
Clearly as we can form an opinion, taking off about a third ; they are not able 
to make so much by one-third on account of wear and tear; we calculate there 
•are .105 billies in Ireland. 

• 3 r 5 - ^ Di4 
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Mr. Did you see the statement of Mr. Houghton r — I did. 

Obadiah HVlant Qq you concur ill it? — Ido; Mr. Houghton, I believe, did not explain 

^ that there should be a third taken off ; we consider there are 105 billies, of 
which the Committee hav 5 the names of the different proprietors given in for the 
loss of time in repairing those machines, and want of wool and different 
things we take off a third, which makes 75 billies ; to be in full work, those 
75 billies are able to turn off about five pieces a week each, which I believe 
will be found to be 19,500 pieces they are able to make in a year, if they were 
fully employed ; it would be firir to take one-tbird off on account of stoppage ; 
I do not suppose more than two-thirds of those billies have been employed these 
two years, or they have done very little. 

Is there a better prospect of their being employed this year than they have 
been for these last two years? — 1 hope they have got into hands that will work 
them ; we have nearly a tenth of them, and Mr. Houghton another, and we hope 
to be able to work them. 

State distinctly what description of goods those billies prepare wool for ?— 
Principally coarse work. 

Do they include flannels? — -Some of them do. 

But not generally? — I believe nearly every billy that is working on flannels 
is named in that list. 

Frizes ?— Frizes, I believe, are principally spun by the poor peasants of the 
country. 

Are 'there any billies in the county of Wicklow ? — I think we put down two 
near Enniscorthy. 

Do you conceive it possible for two billies to prepare all the wool for the 
quantities of flannel brought into the market at Rathdrum every month ? — By 
no means. 

Have you any idea as to the quantity of flannels brought in for sale there 
monthly ? — I do not know. 

Are there not great quantities of flannel brought into Dublin likewise? — 
There is some. 

Is not the manufacture of flannel generally in lire county of Wicklow con- 
ducted by the peasantry? — Principally so, I believe. 

And the same with regard to frizes? — Principally so. 

Then the return you and Mr, Houghton have given in affords no fair criterion 
of the real value of what the Alnage would be upon ail the goods manufactured 
in Ireland? — -No further than the broad cloths, kerseys, coatings, blankets, and 
part of the flannels are concerned. 

Do you conceive it would be possible to exercise the Alnage laws upon that 
branch of manufacture in which the body of the peasantry in the country is 
engaged? — I should think it very difficult ; I should not like to undertake it. 

Are all the flannels that are brought to Dublin, and into Rathdrum, made in 
Ireland? — No, they are not. 

You mean with regard to the Rathdrum flannels, they are all made in Ireland ? 
— ^To be sure. 

But not all those brought into Dublin? — No; there is a great quantity of 
English flannel brought to Dublin. 

But with regard to the Rathdrum flannel, is that exclusively Irish ?~I believe 
it is. 

Are you aware that the Alnager has a power of pursuing goods into the hands 
of a shopkeeper, who buys them without seals, that there is a penalty ? — I never 
saw it put in force, and I did net know it till now. 

Do you know whether those restrictions have ever been put in force, of your 
own knowledge? — They never were, to my knowledge; and I think they could 
not have been while the Alnager had done his duty according to the Act. I do 
not think he could seize any thing till he counted the threads. 

Can 5’ou speak to any sum of money being ever paid to the Alnager for the 
execution or non-execution of his duty under this^ Act? — I cannot speak to 
that. 

Have you ever paid him. any thing? — I have not. 



Mr. 
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Mr. WalteT Soiirkc, called in; and Examined. Wal 

WHERE do you carry on yonr manufacture f-In Ardee-slreet in Dublin, ' 

and Rockbrooke, in the county of Dublin. 

How lone have you been in the trader— All my life. , , u .v i 

How lone is it since the Ainage laws have been m disuse ?— I think they have 
tmen out of use completely these six or seven years. I believe it is six years 

the Ahiager attend in the regular way to do his duty with you ‘ 1 ? 
time?— Prior to'^that, it was the custom for the Alnager to come and seal the 
goods wet, and in the yard, as they came from the mill ; at that time I fmished 
them in Dublin, at present 1 do not. j . .1 

Did he iusitek them at that time ?-Nothing but measure them, and put the 

'°DW he”°examiue the number of threads in them i-No ; he never inquired. 

'"navfyou anunder-hartoyourtenteri-Certainly; we could not tenter a 
niece without an under-bar. • x ir * *1,0* 

^ How lomr did they attempt to carry the Ainage laws into effect at that time, 
did it last for many years ?-Yes; it was the custom for a good many years 
before that, in the liberty. 

To seal the goods ?— To seal goods wet. r t 1 4 ^ 

Were the Ainage laws enforced in the country parts of Ireland at tliat 
time ?— I believe in Cork they were partly enforced ; I cannot speak 

In the county of Wicklow ?— I do not know much of the county of Wicklow ; 

I have nothing to do in the flannel way. , * u • 5 

Did Tou pay a lumping sum as Ainage fees, or fees upon each piece ?~ 

By the piece; 1 ceased paying before Mr. Houghton paid the £.50 mentioned 

Why dW you cease paying?— It appeared to the manufacturers in the hberty^ 
that the Alnager had no authority, and we refused paying. 

How long since is that?— About six years. 

No steps were taken by the Alnager m consequence of that refusal?— Not 

for these six years, I think. * x .. 

Did they acquiesce in your refusal ? — They never took any steps to en- 

^*^^Are\*here not a great many enactments in the Ainage laws which have been 
Ivins completely dormant ?— I never knew any of them to be put in force, except 
the fees for looking over the tenters, and seeing whether there was any thing 
■wrong in stretciiing the cloth on the tenters. , , xt t 

But the penalty for the under-bar never was enforced ?— Never ; I never saw 

u. tenter without an under-bar. , . . , 115 w.. 

You sav yon could not manufacture the goods witliout an under-bar. We 
could not finish them properly ; it would be the same thing as laying a piece of 
4'lnth on a hedge and drying it. . „ , . , 1 

State in what manner the person examined the goods before he put the seal 
on them ?— He never examined them, he only measured them, and put the 

“%ryou conceive that those steps taken by the Alnager were calculated for 
the benefit of the manufactures, or solely to ground a demand of fees upon . 

1 believe they cannot possibly be of any service to the manufacture ; my opinion 
is that it is better that the manufactures should be free of any restraint. 

’ You sav a part of the duty was enforced, that is the measuring of the cloths ; 
do vou apprehend that measuring was done for the purpose of bettering the 
manWturL, or only to form a ground for demanding the fees?— Cerlauily, for 
the emolument of the fees and nothing else, I am positive ot Uiat. 

Do you conceive that the putting on the Ainage .seal lias any effect in pre- 
venting fraud ?— I never could find that it prevents a fraud; any person who 

wished to commit a fraud could do it, and the Alnager could not prevent him ; 

if he wisiied to spoil his goods he could do it, notwithstanding the Alnager s 

*^°Tf*the^nalty upon the lower bar were strictly enforced, your manufacture 
could not go on ?— No ; we could not go on if we were obliged to make goods 
agreeadjle to the Act of Parliament. 
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If the whole of the Alnajje laws were enforced, you oouldwt so on ?— Nou 

EoyoupressyonrclothsP-Cerlainlywedo u«ngoon. pia. 

«Ju“The‘‘n.t\£fura“rer “ "-Id 

:t,wra'd:a„rbee'J]S™=lV^^^ »-ber of 

oaS‘'e’:S?*Nf full length was wove in 

to Sdone.*' f“ io i*. ‘o order it 

y“ur manufacture?— I never nut in anv 

-Do you quite concur with them in the amount?— Yes- I quite concur with 
made\;°;:rrb"ui:tSJntrdo" P-t-ular description of goods 

flaimii-rbcrvri's “'tf “'> “'■* 

couMry. ’ P'-'^ipally 1-7 peasantry of the 

-FbeheTe'se"'"'* ‘'■'= “"“‘y of Wicklow? 

tiouofiT ””“‘'‘'’'='J““"'''J'“ffl“™^'*™^^othere?-II,ava.madenocalcuI^ 
Have you any general recollection on your mind?— I conceive there is » 
JeaKuny. 'vhich is spun by the 

Do you know that the Alnage is enforced now at this moment ?— I do not 

soiT^ idea r'’°“ pterions to coming to London ?— I had 

some idea of going down there to get information. 

Was It solely to get information ?— I do not know any thing else. 

dr„m?-fh^lie,“ Ee P"'P“»of <>'>'-“-8 -S-utures to it, at Ratli- 

... JeT.r®"' ®“'“p ‘*7" u“ '^“‘''‘■tun' to procure signatures to that Petition 
under tile impression that the Alnage laws were enforced there ?— Yes ’ 

is ^-I'^are say it 

haJrdls.^.k™:'”^ °®“ «■“ Petformedr-As £ 

.e„Ter's?l^^E.'^'"“®" ‘l>e goods previous to their being put „„ the 

^^Did he ever do any thing further?-! never knew any thing further to be 

8“'^* stretched upon tlie tenters, beyond tlie lenrth marked unon 
vciin ®''®‘'li«>r or know of informations beinglaid aiidcmii- 

V Cl, ons obtained, before magistrates?— I do not recollect a conviction - but I 
know there has been some attempts to inflict a penaltv 

Have not you read the Act of the year i8oo.?— Yes 

-Would the Alnager know how *, count the threads and beers ?-He cimid 

ap^iiut 
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appoint deputies that would know how to count them ; I dare say it would take 
lip a great deal of time. 

Are you aware of the reasons for no further steps having been taken, for the 
last five mouths, in consequence of the notices that have been put in as to 
tenters? — I really do not know the real cause. 

Was it not owing to the manufacturers agreeing to hold a general meeting, 
and proposing to Mr. Wilson that they would make an application to the legi- 
slature upon the subject ?— The manufacturers had a meeting, and did propose to 
petition Parliament against the Alnagelaws. 

Do you know it as a fact, that informations were suspended in consequence of 
the assurances given to the Deputy Alnager that they would make soch appli- 
cation ? — 1 do not know of any such assurance, to the best of my recollection. 

Would it be attended with much expense to the Alnager to enforce those 

Jaws ? We have gone into a calculation, in wliich Mr. Houghton, and Mr. 

Willans and I agree that the number of deputies must be sixteen ; we could not 
say wiiat salaries he would give to those men. 

Do you think sixteen deputie.s would be sufficient to enforce the Ainage laws, 
if the whole of the manufactures carried on in different parts of Ireland were sub- 
jected to them?— Taking the frizes that are dispersed through the kingdom, I 
suppose it would take three times sixteen. 

Do you happen to know for what sum Lord De Blaqtiiere, when he first held 
the patent, farmed out the liberties of the city of Dublin ? — I have not exactly 
heard what he had let it out for. 



Mercurii, 28 * die Maii, 1817 - 
Robert Shaw, Esq. in the Chair. 



The PETITION of Lord De Blaquiere was read. 

Mr. Wilson appeared as agent, and delivered in the Patent; granting the 
office of Alnager to Lord De Blaquiere, his heirs, executors and assigns ; 
dated i ith July 1797, for forty-eight years; which was read : 

Also, the Proclamation of the Right honourable William Vezey Fitzgerald, 

Chancellor of the Irish Exchequer; dated Dublin Castle, 28th December 
1816 ; which was read; 

Also, the Act of the 17th and i8th Car. II. c. 18, the second section of 
which was read. 

The Honourable Peter Boyle Blaquiere, called in ; and Examined. 

STATE to the Committee the time when you first became acquainted with the Hoimrabk 
Ainage Officer — I he year 1803. , 

State to the Committee the condition in which the Alnage Office stood at the 
time you became acquainted with it ? — The Ainage Office had been in operation 
at the time I became acquainted with it ; it was at that time under the direction 
of a Mr. Kynan, who had been appointed by Lord De Blaquiere, to conduct the 
office ; considerable difficulties and confusion had arisen in the execution of the 
office, and I had reason to believe that Lord De Blaquiere’s rights were not as 
strongly consulted as they should have been, in the manner in which the office 
was then executed : I also thought, that if the office had been placed upon a 
proper footing, which I conceived it was in my power to effect, I should be able 
to establish the office with considerable advantage to Lord De Blaquiere; in con- 
sequence of this I applied to Lord De Blaquiere, to nominate me to conduct the 
business of the office, and he accordingly appointed me, by assignment of the 
office, to be the Alnager of Ireland. 

What arrangements did you make in consequence of that appointment ? — 

I appointed a Mr. White, as Chief Deputy Alnager for the kingdom of Ireland; 

315. D he 
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The Hoimalle lie had been recommended to me as being thoroughly acquainted with the ma 
Prto B. llla,,»,re . “j^etures of the country, and well able to give effect to the regulations of the 



Did Mr. White, under your directions, make any actual survey of the state of 
the woollen manufactures in Ireland ?— To a certain extent he did under mv 
immediate knowledge. 

Did you accompany him to any parts of the country during the time he was 
that information ?— I accompanied him through the countv 
ot Wicklow, and entirely over Dublin. ° 

Did he go generally through Ireland ?— To my certain knowledge, he went 
to various places m Ireland, particularly whore large manufactories were carried 
on, as being those most immediately necessary to be regulated. 

Did the result of that examination enable him to state to you what the pro 
bable amount of the Alnage fees through the country would be I had everv 
reason to place the strongest confidence in any report which I should receive 
from Mr. White j he was fully qualified, both from his experience of the trade 
and his general knowledge of the country at large, and various local circum- 
stances, to give a precise view of the .state of the trade; and he informed me 
after his inspections, that if the office was established generally throughout the 
kingdom, the amount of the fees would be from twelve to fourteen thousand 
pounds. 

Do you know' what has become of that report which he made to you ? I do 

not ; at that time it was merely a paper drawn up for my information. 

Is Mr. White living ? — No, he is not. 

What arrangements did you make for further enforcing the duties of the office 
and remedying the abuses, during the time you held the appointment ?— Consil 
derahle opposition was attempted to be made in Dublin, where I first endeavoured 
to establish the office or regulate it, by the manufacturers ; but a seizure of their 
goods having been made which were manufactured contrary to law, and upon 
their having resisted the admission of any part of the law to be enforced, and 
the seizure made, upon proceeding to confiscate the goods under the terms of the 
Act of Parliament, they saw the}' could not resist the execution of the office, and 
they immediately yielded ; in Wicklow I found no opposition, general regulation 
alone was wanting : and those were the only two districts I personally inspected 
the others were under the diiection of Mr. White. ’ 

Was the operation of the Alnage laws at that time complained of by the ma- 
nufacturers, or did they express a wish that the duties of the office should be 
strictly performed ?— I understood from some of the manufacturers, that in 
various parts of the kingdom persons had usurped the rights and duties of Alna- 
ger with the mere view of extorting fees ; that considerable frauds had crept in, 
m consequence of those attempts, but they expressed generally to me an opinion’ 
that if the laws were fully enforced through the kingdom, and all persons were 
made equally subject to them, they considered they would be beneficial. There 
was a general meeting held, at which I was present, with Mr. White, where 
these matters were all discussed, and the result of that meeting was the establish- 
ment of the office in Dublin, and the goods which had been previously seized 
by me were given up to them, in consequence of their allowing the office to be 
put in execution. 

State whether you know as a fact within your own knowledge, that Lord De 
Blaquiere ever received any, and what sums as the produce of this office during 
anyone year, and to what amount.' — Of course I cannot speak of what took 
place previous to my getting my. appointment, I only know what Mr. Kynan 
told me at the time. 

Then you do not know in point of fact whether Lord De Blaquiere ever 
received any money or not ?— He did while I was in it. 

How long did you continue in the management of the Alnage Office? — I should 
think it must have been for about one year. 

Did Mr. White account to you for the receipts while the office was in force > — 
He did. 



Do you recollect, or can you state pretty nearly what that amount was dur- 
ing the time you held tlie office? — I cannot at this distance of time positively 
say, but I know that the principle upon which I wished to establish the office 
vvas, mit in the first instance with any view of deriving an immediate emolument 
irom il for Ix»rd De Blaquiere, as the salaries paid to Mr. White and the others, 

were 
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were naturally so great in the then confused state of the office, that emolument 77, g jjbnouralle 
could not be the present object. I kept a regular account of what monies were Peter B. Blaquiere, 
paid to me for account of the office ; the book containing this account is, I liave ^ ■ ■■s, ' 

reason to believe, still in existence. 

You found it necessary to give large salaries then to the deputies whom you 
appointed I did give to Mr. White, certainly, a very large one, as a fixed per- 
manent salary. 

Do you recollect how much?— I am not certain whether it was a guinea a day 
or 300 1 . a year, besides two guineas a day travelling expenses; it was one or 
other of those sums. 

Was the necessity of giving so large a salary occasioned by the state of con- 
fusion into which the office had got ?— Most certainly ; and I was aware, that by 
going to that expense in the first instance, it would ensure to Lord De Blaquiere 
a full return of the proceeds of the office when it should come into operation. 

You gave that salary then prospectively, and not as a general rule to be 
continued ? — Certainly. 

Can you form any rough calculation what was the amount collected by Mr. 

White ?— He did not collect the entire ; he collected where he went, and accounted 
for it, and kept part as on account of his salary; I know that there was a 
considerable surplus. 

What was the surplus? — I cannot tell; I never imagined, twenty years ago, 

I should be examined as to this subject, but the book if produced will show. 

What otlier deputies were there besides Mr. White?— There were depu- 
ties appointed in Dublin, in Wicklow, in Galway, in Cork, in Carrick on Suir, 
and Kilkenny. 

Were equally large salaries given to those deputies as to Mr. White ? — None 
as great as Mr. White’s, but certainly much larger than would have been war- 
ranted under any other circumstances than such as those under which the office 
was placed. 

Can you state the general proportion per cent, which was allowed to the de- 
puties? — I cannot; but the plan I laid down was to go to considerable expense 
in the first instance to establish the office : it was totally immaterial to me whe- 
ther 1 received one penny upon the office or not. 

Are you now enabled to state to the Committee, in any one instance, what 
the proportion of the payment was allowed to the deputies for their trouble?— 

At this distance of time it is impossible for me to speak with strict accuracy 
upon the point ; but I have reason to believe that one-fourth of the proceeds 
was in the instance of Wicklow, fixed as the salary for the deputy. 

Did you meet with any difficulties in enforcing the duties of the office where 
you attempted to establish it? — None, after it had been established in Dublin; 
but I understood that Mr. White received considerable opposition in Cork. 

Did you retire from the office in consequence of difficulties in managing it ? — 

No, certainly not. 

For what cause then ?— Some time in the year 1803, certain circumstances, 
which I believe are unnecessary to detail to the Committee, induced Lord 
Blaquiere to require a re-assignment of the office to himself. 

Did you accordingly re-assign it? — ^To the best of my knowledge I did. 

Do you recollect into whose hands the management of the office went, after 
vou left it ? — It fell into great confusion in consequence of the death of Mr. 

White, which took place immediately after, or about the time I gave it up. 

What was the next step taken for the management of the officer — It was 
some time in confusion, and was afterwards placed under the care of a Mr. Elliot. 

For what term was Mr. Elliot appointed ? — I believe for five or seven years. 

Do you recollect the date of his appointment ? — I do not. 

Was it a positive appointment for a certain term of years? — I believe so. 

What was the conduct of Mr. Elliot in the management of the office ? — Mr. 

Elliot had been placed in the office at my recommendation ; and I then thought 
he was a person worthy of confidence ; he proceeded to establish the office, and 
enter into various arrangements connected with it; but 1 understood gave con- 
siderable dissatisfaction to Lord De Blaquiere, principally from reiusing to 
account for the proceeds of the office. 

Did he, during the whole of that appointment, omit to account with Lord 
De Blaquiere for the proceeds of the office ?— *I cannot positively say he did ; but I 

know 
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know Lord De Blaquiere was constantly making complaints against his conduct 
and that he was withholding the returns, and concerting them to his own use 

Did Mr. Elliot extend the management of tlie office beyond what it was when 
you held It t— No, on the contrary ; I should conceive that he, in various in- 
stances, was not able to carry it so far as I had done, but he certainly esta- 
blished It in other places where I had not attempted it. 

Are you enabled to state that Mr. Elliot did in fact receive considerable 
returns from this office?— I am not of my own knowledge; but I have a most 
unqualified belief that he did receive such returns. 

Do you know that he had deputies in various parts of the countrv, who were 
employed in execution of the various duties of the office ?— Certainly. 

What was the conduct of Elliot ; was it honourable and honest to the family 
of Lord De Blaquiere r— Directly the reverse ; and I considered his conduct as 
a total breach of every kind of principle, and a violation of the terms upon which 
he had got the office. 

Was the conduct of Elliot the cause of Lord De Blaquiere being unable to 
emorce the duties of the office prior to the present time ? — To a great extent 

What other causes operated It must be recollected, that the office was not 
in full operation when Elliot received it; it was but commencing to be esta- 
blished when It was given up by me, and then I had supposed a considerable 
period would be necessary in order to bring it into full operation, even had I 
continued m it. The manufacturers also, from the various changes that had 
taken place in the office, and the constant delays in establishing it, imbibed a 
notion that they could proceed on their old plan, and set the deputies at 
defiance; and they were much less disposed to let the office be established durin^r 
Elliot’s time, than they were at the time at which I held it. ” 

Did the late Lord De Blaquiere, at any period, part with the possession of the 
patent by mortgage, or otherwise? — He did. 

Was that the cause why Elliot could not proceed to convictions upon infor- 
mation against persons not obeying the law?— It was ruled as the cause why 
Elliot was unsuccessful in an attempt to establish the office; Elliot was defeated 
in consequence of it. 

At what time did the late Lord De Blaquiere die?— 1812. 

Was the present Lord De Blaquiere in this country at that time ? No; h© 

was a prisoner in France at that time. ’ 

When did he return ? — I believe 1813. 

Can you state the period when the re-assignment of the patent to the present 
Lord De Blaquiere took place ?— The 26th of November 1 8 1 4. by the mortgagees. 

Has every exertion been since used that was practicable on the part of Lord 
De Blaquiere, to put this office into operation i — Certainly ; but in consequence 
of the confused state into which all these matters had fallen, more difficulty 
occurred in establishing the office than would if that confusion had not existed. 

Is the Alnage patent at this moment liable to the demands of a numerous 
body of creditors and legatees ?— It is, and is the only fund, as I understand, 
from which they can be paid; and such was the opinion of the late Lord De 
Blaquiere. 



[A parchment was handed to the witness.'] 
What is that you hold in your hand ?— It appears to be a mortgage to Messrs. 
Biddulph, Cox and Ridge, of the office of Alnager, by the late Lord De Bla- 
quiere. 



[It was delivered in and read : also the Re-assignment, dated the iSth No- 
vember 1814, bp James Cox, and the other Mortgagees to the present 
Lard De Blaquiere, loas delivered in and read.] 

■ In 1803, did the manufacturers, or any of them, express to you a wish that 
the use of the lower bar and the tenter, should be prohibited ? — I cannot charge 
my memory with the detail of what the recommendations were, but generally 
tbeir opinion was, that the regulations would be of service, if in force all through 
the kingdom. 

Were any of the goods seized in 1803, absolutely and ultimately confiscated? 
— Certainly not. 

W as any and what sum of money paid by the manufacturers,, upon their goods 
being restored to them in 1803 ?— I cannot charge my memory so as to be able 

to 
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to sar that -there was any sum of money paid ; but on the contrary, that they were Th, 
given up as matter of fWir to the manufacturers, asked as such, and granted fcitra. ma^utae. 
as such, upon their submitting to the laws being put in operation. 

In tlie cases ol seizure to which you allude, was there an actual conviction 
before the magistrates ? — 1 cannot charge myself at this period what the circum- 
stances of the seizure were, but they were proceeding to a sale of the goods. 

[A paper was handed to the 

What is that paper you hold in your hand? — It appears to be an account of 
the number of yards of old drapery imported into Dublin, for one year ending 
cth of January 1817. 

What is the quantity there stated?— It appears, from England, to be 548,049 
-i-ards, and from Scotland 84 yards. 



Venerhy 30® die Mail, 1817. 
Robert Shaw, Esq. in the Chair. 



THE Chairman stated to the Committee, that he had received a letter from 
Mr. Willans, (which he handed in') stating, that his evidence, with re- 
spect to the fees in Yorkshire, was erroneous, and that the fees are as 
follow ; 



For measuring and inspecting Cloths, as regulated in Bradford last Qnartep 
Sessions : ^ 

1 5 yards and under ' t 

15 to 25 yards - - - - - - - - li 

25 to 38 ditto - -- -- -- - 2 

38 to 50 ditto - - - - - - 

50 to 65 ditto ..------3 

65 to 100 ditto - - - - - - - " 3 t 

This includes the whole of tl»e expense of the manufacturer. 



Joseph TVi/son, V-sq. called in; and Examined. 

1 SHOULD wish in the first instance to state to the Committee the precise 
situation in which this Patent has been placed, and the reasons which prevented , 
Lord De Blaquiere enforcing it at an earlier period. The late Lord De Blaquiere, 
in the year 1802, mortgaged llie Alnage Patent, which was in consequence given 
up to the mortgagees. In the year 1812, the late Lord De Blaquiere died ; the 
present loid was not at that time in this country, and did not return until 
September 1S13; in 1814 he obtained a re-assignment of the mortgage, and 
for the first time became possessed of the Alnage Patent, with a power of en- 
forcing the execution of the duties of the office ; soon afterwards he appointetl 
deputies through various parts of the country, when he found they were opposed 
by a Mr. William Elliot, who claimed the right to the Patent for the entire 
remainder of the term ; owing to the deeds having been mislaid, it was impos- 
sible for Lord De Blaquiere at that moment to take proper measures to oust 
Mr. Elliot from the possession of the office; and it was not until the com- 
mencement of ! 8 16 lliat the deeds were accidentally discovered in the possession 
of Mr. Beresford. Lord De Blaquiere immediately directed an action to be 
brought against Mr. Elliot, with a view of ousting him from the possession of 
the office and upon (lie trial of tliat action, a verdict was given for Lord Dc 
Blaquiere to the amount of 1,000 for breach of covenant in a bond executed 
by Elliot ; the fii’st coiiditiim of which was, that he .should, at the end of si.x' 
years from tlie date of hi.s appointment, re-assign and surrender his office of 
Alnager. I’luil Lord De Blaquiere had thus establi.shed liis right to the Patent, 
it was impo.ssible for him to present a Memorial to the Chancellor of the 
Llxchequer, praying that the seals for executing the duties of the office might 
315. E be 



Joseph Wilson, 
Esq. 
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yosfpA Wihon, be allowed to him, as prescribed by the Act of Charles II • and it was 

— tlie 28th December 1816 that Lord De Blaquiere was able to obtain 

trom the late Chancellor of the Exchequer for Ireland, the proper proclama- 
tion allowing the seals, without which lie could not take any one lef^al 
step in enforcing the duties of the office ; immediatelv upon obtainin^r that 
allowance of the seals, every arrangement was made for the complete” esta- 
blishment of the office generally throughout Ireland, when the mamifactu- 
rers proposed that the operation of the Act slioiild be suspended as bein<» 
totally inapplicable to the present mode of conducting the business in factories'’ 
until the result of an application to the legislature could be known j and I state 
tins as a reason to the Committee w hy the office has been so partially enforced 
■throughout Ireland, in fact it was merely left in operation in places where it 
had been for a long time, and was continued with a view to the convenience of 
tlie trade. At Rathdrum, the merchants who are in the habit of attending the 
fennel market there, themselves proposed that the Alnage laws should be en- 
forced, m order that they might in a short period do a great deal of business, and 
be protected from tlie frauds to which they were liable from the country people • 
the principle upon which the Alnage laws act at Ratiidrum is, that when the 
country people attend the market early in the morning, tlie deputies immediately 
measure and seal their pieces with the precise lengths ami breadths of the flannels 
and the merchant buys upon the faith of that seal, and is consequently enabled 
to do a great deal of business in a few hours, which it is actually requisite he 
iihould do, the tinie for the market being limited ; he immediately pays the country- 
man upon the faitli of the seal, who consequently is enabled to return home the 
same evening, aud the merchant the next morning to Dublin. In the event of 
the length and breadth marked upon the seal being found inaccurate, when the 
goods arrive m Dublin, and are remeasured by the shopkeeper, the merchant 
Ras not to apply to the countryman from whom he bought the goods, and with 
whom he would have a great deal of difficulty in seeking redress, but he imme- 
diately sends to the Deputy Alnager, who instantly pays him for any deliciency 
between the length and breadth marked on the seal, and that which it 
actually is. 

Was Mr. Elliot appointed upon the Patent being taken out of Mr. Blaquiere’s 
hands or management?— No; at a later period, Mr. Elliot was appointed by the 
late I^rd De Blaquiere, by a deed, bearing date the 29th of January 1808 
Mr. Blaquiere’s management terminated in 1803; it continued in the intermediate 
period, under the direction of Mr. White, till his death, and afterwards under the 
superintendence of tlie dilTerent deputies who had been appointed bv Mr 
AVliite. ^ ‘ 

Can you show any proof of the payment of any particular sum durin" the 
time when Mr. White had the management of it? — All Mr. White’s book.” and 
papers, and in short, every document connected with the office, were, upon the 
appointment of Elliot iu 180S, handed over to him ; and owing to the circum- 
stances in which he has been placed with the family of tlie late Lord De Blaquiere 
and his unwillingness to produce documents, should they be still in existence^ 
which must have the eftect of establishing a very large demand against him, he 
has refused to deliver up those documents to the present Lord De Blaquiere.* 

Why do you suppose Lord De Blaquiere thought it necessary to land over 

the vouchers of the prayments made by Mr. White to him, to Mr. Elliot? My 

answer does not apply to vouchers for payment?— I believe that from the ab- 
sence of the present Lord De Blaquiere from the country, and the circumstances 
under which the late Lord De Blaquiere was placed at the time of his death, all 
his papers of every description almost were lost, or dispersed in the period be- 
tween his death and the arrival of the present lord. 

Do the Committee understand you right, that ndther during Mr. Blaquiere’? 
administration of the Alnage Office, nor Mr. White’s administration of the office, 
nor Mr . Elliot’s administration of the office, any voucher can be shown of the 
amount received out of the office? — I have none to produce, from the circum- 
stances I have stated. 

Do you know how it happened that the sum of 1,000/. was fixed upon, as tlie 
penalty in the bond, if the office was of any thing like the value you speak of?— I 
am convinced, from the personal conversations 1 had with Elliot and his sureties 
111 the bond, that the fixing of that penalty was entirely casual, without reference 
io the value of the office iu any way wRateveri I ought to have stated perhaps 

before, 
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before, that in addition to Elliot’s personal security, two gentlemen joined in the Joseph 
bond, each of them in the penalty of 500 1 . making the total amount of the seen- y, 
rity 2,000 1 . at the period of Mr. Elliot’s appointment ; he was very much in the 
personal confidence of the late Lord De Blaquierej and it was perhaps entirely 
accidental his giving any security whatever. 

Did thcRathdrum buyers apply, by written document or otherwise, to the 
Alnager, for the Alnage laws being enforced ? — I rather believe that there was a 
letter written to Lord De Blaquiere, in consequence of which, I had an interview 
with the principal of them. 

Do you mean with the buj’ers or the manufacturers r — The buyers. 

Then this application did not proceed from the people who were concerned in 
the manufacture? — Not at all. 

Can you show any instances of the deputies being applied to, to make good the 
deficiencies in the flannels sealed by them, and such payments being mader — It 
is the monthly practice at Rathdrum where the merchants attend, always to 
produce their accounts of short measure as it is termed, for the flannels almost 
always shrink a little by being exposed to damp on their road to Dublin ; and 
the deputies, upon that account being exhibited, send one of their sworn measurers 
I to Dublin, who remeasures the goods, and if he finds the statement of the mer- 

-chant to be correct, and that the flannels are really deficient in the length and 
breadth marked upon the seal, he returns the same to the chief deputy, who on 
the merchant coming to Rathdrum at the ensuing fair, immediately pays him the 
full amount, and looks to the country people for redress. 

Who defrays all the expenses of those journeys to and from Dublin ? — The 
Deputy Alnager at Rathdrum; one journey in a month is sufficient, and the 
measurer generally has occasion to come to Dublin upon other business, so that 
it is attended with very small expense. 

If the Alnage laws were enforced through the kingdom, would not the same 
journies be requisite from Galway or Garrick as from Rathdrum? — No. 

"Why? — The Alnagers in the county of Galway reside upon the spot, and it 
can be always known, before the goods are removed from the market (where 
they usnally remain three or four days after the fair,) whether the Alnage seal is 
correct or not ; and in case of any inaccuracy, it is in those places corrected on 
the spot. 

Do you mean to say that goods bought in one of the Galway fairs by a 
Dublin merchant, are remeasured at any time before they are sent off, in order to 
ascertain whether they are shrunk or otherwise? — The practice in the Galway 
fairs is this ; the merchants there attend by a general agent, and not in person 
as at Rathdrum ; that agent buys the goods in the market and pays tl*e country- 
man who is dismissed to his home, upon the faith of the Alnage seals ; the goods 
are afterwards remeasured by this agent and assorted for the different houses 
from whom he has received commissions, and consequently any error is detected 
before they are packed up. 

You have stated just now that the Alnage laws are carried into effect at 
Rathdrum and Galway, do you mean to say that the provisions under the Patent, 
and which are enjoined for the Alnager to perform, are so performed at Galway 
or Rathdrum ? — Certainly not all the duties. 

Are there not certain duties to be performed by tlie Alnager, exclusive of 
measuring the length and breadth of the pieces of woollen which are subject to 
Alnager — With regard to broad cloths, there are no duties of that nature 
1 imposed upon the Alnager; but with regard to kersies, flannels, narrow and 

forest cloths, and other coarse twilled go^s, there are duties which it is almost 
impossible for the Alnager to perform, unless where the goods are made in 
factories; the precise length and breadth of those coarse goods, which it was the 
; object of those regulations to insure, may however be as well ascertained when 

I the goods are brought for sale in tlie markets as by an examination during the 

process of the manufacture. 

Do you mean tlien to say that you do not conform, in tlie execution of the 
duties of the office, to the*injunctions of the Act, but to what you conceive will 
answer the purpose as well as what the Act of Parliament enjoins ? — We perform 
the duties enjoined by the Act, as far as is practicable, and to every essential 
purpose. 

Do you conceive that if you executed this Act, it would be very prejudicial 
to the woollen majiufacturers ? — I conceive it would be a very heavy burthen 

upon 

I 
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upon the manufacturers generally, anrl a very great interruption to their trade 
and particularly with regard to the factories ; tliat most of the regulations at 
present in existence would be attended with verv great embarrassment to tire 
manufacturers. With regard to affixing tlie Alnage seals, where goods are 
exposed to sale in public halls or markets, the measurement can be performed 
with such accuracy as to make the length marked on the seal, tlie actual 
criterion of the payment between the merchant and the buyer. 

A paper which has been laid before the Committee sta'tes, that the AInat»e 
regulations are generally incompatible with the existence of the woollen manu- 
factures ?— That statement proceeds partly from an impression that the Alnage 
-duties would operate pro tanto to such a diminution of the protecting duty 
irnpo.sed upon English goods imported into Ireland, that they would no1on«re,- 
be able to enter into competition with the English manufacturers in the market; 
It seems there are a great many regulations under that last Act of the 40 
Geo. III. which are totally inapplicable to the mode in which the manufacture 
IS conducted at tlie present moment. 

Then do you not conceive, that just in proportion as von put in force tlie 
.powers you have under the Act. that your profits will dim“inisli accordingly ?_ 
I do not conceive so, because the principal owner.s of factories having laid out 
large capitals upon buildings and machinery, which tliey could not easitv- 
remove, would sooner go ou, even under the operation of the inconvenience 
-than submit to a total loss. ’ 



Is the work done in factories a fair criterion by which the amount of the 
Alnage fees might be ascertained ?— Decidedly not, because the much greater 
proportion of the goods manufactured in Ireland, never go near a factory at all 
Suppose you apply your regulations to tiie domestic system ; do you con- 
ceive the profits of the office would repay the expense of the collection ?— I should 
-tlnnk that tlie deputy Alnagers, in some parts of the country, might perform all 
the duties imposed by the Act, and yet leave a very considerable surplus of col- 
Jection to the chief Alnager, after paying every expense; there are parts of tho 
country where I think it would not, but upon the general average I think that 
there would be a considerable surplus from the greater profit arising in particular 
instances. ^ 



Do you not think that the forfeitures would be a very considerable branch ?— 
-Most .unquestionably ; if the Alnagers were disposed to enforce tie forfeitures, 
the amount might be swelled to a very great extent, as by one part of the Act 
all goods are declared forfeited that are not sealed within the time prescribed by 
the Act, and penalties are further imposed for any person having goods in his 
custody or possession without seal.s. 

Do you not conceive that it would be the duty of the Alnager, if he enforced 
the Act in any instance, to enforce it generally ? — Certainly. 

Do you not think that he must be subjected to a very considerable loss, in 
many parts of Ireland, by the appointment of deputies? — The principle upon 
which I have acted, in making agreements with the deputies, would protect the 
chief Alnager from that loss, as I have always paid them so much percent, upon 
tlie amount of their collections. 

ould they undertake to enforce the Act upon those terms? — I have not yet 
met with any difficulty ; the deputies for the county ofWicklow certainly do not 
.superintend the looms, nor does the deputy in the county of Galway. 

Have you any instance of a deputy appointed in Ireland where th'ere is not a 
factory ? — There is not a factory in the counly of Galwav. 

Does he superintend the domestic manufacture there ? — 1 apprehend he 
does no further duty than scaling and measuring the goods wlien they are 
brought into the markets for sale; I apprehend there has been no further duty 
performed. *' 

Do you not apprehend -the sum you levy in Galway, where there is no factory, 
operates merely as a tax upon the nianiilacture, and* not in a way of remunora- 
•tion, for tlie performance of the duties of the office r— I conceive that it operates 
merely as a lax upon the manufacturer, taking along wdth it the advantages 
■wliicli lie derives in the facility with which liis business is conducted, by liavTiig 
tlie.cloth iiieasurwl and sealed. 

Does tlie circum.stance of the goods being sealed, certify to the buyer that all 
the regulations of the Alnage laws have been perfoimed with reference to that 
iiiecer— The seal is merely acertilicate of the lengtfi and brcadili. 

ii: 
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If, then, the piece was found impertect with regard to the other regulations jottphWilson, 
required by the Alnage laws, would you think yourselves justified in sealing it? £*<i. 

—I should direct the deputy to refuse to seal it. ' 

Then it purports to be a certificate to the buyer that all the Alnage laws have 
been complied with? — The seal was no doubt intended by the legislature to be 
go, with reference to all those regulations that were enforced at the time the seals 
were ordered. 

Are all the regulations directed by the Act of the 40th of the King, enforced 
by the Alnager, where he is executing the duties of the office? — Certainly not, 
owing to the charges in the mode of manufacturing the cloths. 

[ The witness delivered in the following paper, which was read.^ 



D’’ - - - - Jas. Wingrove and John Saul, 


in account with Joseph Wilson, Esq. - 


— 






1815. 




181,5. 




Flannels. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


May 1. To leads received, 


500 


July 3- 


By sealing in Rathdriim, 


214 pieces. 


13 


7 


■2 


4. To - - ditto - - 


400 


Aug. 7. 


By - - ditto - 


393 


ditto. 


24 


1 1 


1 


.Tuly 3. To - - ditto - - 


506 


Sept. 4. 


By - - ditto * 


348 


ditto. 


21 


15 


— 


Oct. 4. To - - ditto - - 


408 


Oct. 2, 


By - - ditto - 


40.5 


ditto. 1 


2.5 


— 


t) 


Nov. 3. To - - ditto - - 


2,000 


Ditto 


By ditto in Bray - 


240 


ditto. 


15 


— 


— 






Nov. 6. 


Bv ditto in Rathdrum 


368 


ditto. 


23 


— 


— 






Dec. 4. 


By ditto - ditto - - 


468 


ditto. 


29 


5 


— 






1816. 


















.Tan. 1. 


No market. 
















Feb. 5 - 


By sealing - 


322 


ditto. 


20 


— 


2 






Mar. 4. 


By ditto 


76 


ditto. 


4 


1.5 


— 






Apr. 5. 


By ditto - 


147 


ditto. 


9 


6 


— 






May 6. 


By ditto 


227 


ditto. 


14 


4 


— 






June 2. 


By ditto . - - 


258 


ditto. 1 


16 


- 


~ 


3.814 




Pieces 


3.566 


£. 


218 


5 


9 



Mr. Wilson . — The Alnage seals are required, by the Act of Charles II., to be 
merely affixed on the goods being finished, and before they are put up to sale j 
it likewise requires that goods shall be made of particular lengths, breadths and 
■weights} but almost all those regulations as to lengths, breadths and weights, 
are repealed by a subsequent statute, consequently there remains no duty but 
that -of affixing the seals on the goods being finished, before they are put up to 
sale by the Act of Charles II. ; the only further duty imposed upon the Alnager, 
is to cut and jag those pieces defectively and deceitfully made, and which are 
not of the lengths, breadths and weights therein directed. 

What fee aitaehes upon the performance of those duties you have just men- 
tioned? — The subsidy, the searchers and the measurer’s fees ; by the same Act, 
all goods are declared forfeited which have not the name of the clothier and the 
name of the maker woven at the head, and the Alnager is directed to have offices 
where the public may have their goods measured and searched, in any place 
within six miles where the.goods are manufactured; that is imposed on him as a 
duty. Those are the only partsof the Act of Charles II. which remain unrepealed. 
The Act of the 19th and 20th Geo. II., require every Deputy Alnager to measure 
! broad and other cloths while wet, and previously to their being put upon the 

I tenters; and after the admeasurement, to affix a seal of lead on one end, and 

stamp, in.words.and figures plainly .to be read, his name, and the length and 
1 breadth of .such cloth, together with the number of such cloth so sealed by him 

1 successively, beginning at the time of his appointment. 

Are those duties performed ? — Yes; it has always been the practice in Dublin, 
to measure them when they are wet in all factories ; but where the goods are 
not put upon tenters at all, then it is impossible to measure- them on tenters. - 

Would it be practicable to execute the regulations of the 19th and 20th and 
the 40th of the King, throughout Ireland generally, where the domestic manu- 
facture is carried on? — It would certainly be very difficult. 

Would the fees payable to the Alnager in such case, be any thing nearly 
adequate to defray' the charges of executing the duties ?-— I cannot answer that 
question positively without the result of experiments; but I think they would. 
315. 1' Is 

1 

I 
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JTosepi WiUoi^, Is it yonr opinion that they would?— I should think that the principal duties 
enjoined by the Act might be performed, and still leave a considerable surplus. 

Is the Alnager entitled to any part of the fees whatever, unless the whole of tlte 
duties are performed ?— Yes j I think he is clearly entitled to the King’s subsidy, 
the searcher’s and measurer’s fee. 

[The witness delivered inthe following papers^whichwereread.l 
RoscoaiMON Fairs. 
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DATES. 1 


PLACES. 1 


Avenge 

Quantity and Length. 


May 2.1 
June 26.1 
Oct. 6 .| j 

Dec. 29.J 1 


Newmarket 


N“ of Pieces. 

25 { 


Yards. 

48 to 60 
& to 120 


May 3.1 1 

Dec. lO.J 


Elphin 


25 


D" 


May 7.] 
August 6 . 1 
Sept. 19 . 1 
Dec. 6.J 


Castlesampson - 


20 


D’ 


May 7."l 
Nov. 3.; ■ 


Tarmonbany 


■25 


D* 


May 8.V 
June 14 . 1 
Nov. 1. j 
Dec. 22 . 1 


Mount Talbot - 


25 


D* 


May 10.1 
August 15 . 1 _ 
Oct. 22. 
Dec. 16.] 


Ballymurry 


25 


D* 


May 13.1 
June 17 . 1 
Oct. 14 . 1 
Nov. 18.J 


Stoke.stown 


100 


D“ 


May 14.1 
August 4- } - 
Nov. 21.J 


Fuerty 


25 


D" 


May 15.1 
August 13. [ - 
Oct. 11 . 1 


Castleplunket 


25 


D" 


May 19,1 
Nov. 14./ ■ 


Coote Hill - 


25 


D’ 


May 19.1 
Sept. 28./ 


Rochfield - 


25 


D“ 


May 21.1 
July 12. > - 
Sept. 22.J 


French Park 


25 


D" 


May 23.1 
June 21.1 
August 23 , 1 

Nov. 7.J 


Castlerea » 


30 


D" 


May 26.1 
• August 6. > - 
Nov. lo.J 


Danyan - 


25 


D“ 


May 26.1 
Sept. 12. > - 
Oct. 14,] 


Loiighglin - 


50 


D' 


May 30.1 
July 25. - 

Oct. i.J 


Boyle 


40 


D" 



ALNAGE FEES, 



£. S. 

5 — 



5 — 

5 ~ 

- 20 — 

3 15 ' 
3 15 

- 2 10 

- 2 10 

3 15 

6 — 

3 15 

7 10 

6 — 

(co/ih'ntied J 
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DATES. 


PLACES. 


Average 

Quantity and Lengtti. 


ALNAGE FEES. 


May 31.1 1 

July 5.1 _ 

Sept. 29. 1 
Oct. 31. J 


Belonlagli - 


of Pieces, 

3“ { 


48 to 60 
& to 120 


£. s. 

} 


June !.■( 
Nov. 3.J ■ 


Ballyleague 


None. 






June 4,\ 
Oct. 28.J 


Croghan 


None. : 






July 3. - - 


St.John’s - 


None. 






July 9.) 
Oct. 16,; ■ 


Grevisk 


None. 






July 11.) 
— 27./ ■ 


Athleague - 


30 


-D* 

1 


3 — 


August 2i.*( 
Oct. 25.J ■ 


Knochecroghery - 


None. 






August 25. - 


Ballintubber 


50 


D" 




August 27. - 


Ballinafad - 


None. 






Sept. 8. - 


Glinsh 


50 


D" 




Dec. 5. - - 


Roscommon town 


■150 


D* 




Fairs - 126 


1 Places - - 37 






189 14 


1 









Yards. 

The quantity of old drapery imported into the port of Dublin, 
in the year commencing the 5th of January i8i6 and ending 
the 5th of January 1817, was - - * . - -■ - 548>'33 

Tliis is known to be fully two-thirds of the total quantity imported 

to other ports, add therefore one-third ----- 182,711 

Yards - - - 730,844 



Supposing that each person clothed in English cloth wears only 

one suit in a year, (which cannot be the fact,) the total impor- Persons, 
tation is sufficient to clothe only ------ 182,711 

The remaining population of the country must be clothed in Irish manu- 
facture. 

Suppose the population of Ireland to be ----- 6,000,000 
Deduct one-fourth for children under seven years of age - - 1,560,000 

4500,000 



The remainder may be divided into three classes : 

1. Men ---------- 1,500,000 

2. Women - -- -- -- -- - 1,500,000 

3. Aged persons, and from the age of seven years to puberty - 1,500,000 

4,500,000 
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Yards. 

a. The total class of men must be clothed in old drapery, which 



at the rate of six yards * to each person, requires - - 9,000,000 

3. One half of class 3, may be presumed to be similarly clothed, 

and to require an equal quantity ----- 4,500,000 
Allow for the consumption of the women and childi-en only two 
yards each of flannel, and it must be recollected that there are 
but few women who have not a frize cloak or coat; 

Children t, 000, 000 

Women 1,000,000 

Remaining moiety of class 3 ----- 500,000 



Joseph JVihoti, 



2,500,000 

At two yards each - - 5,000,000 

Total Yards - - - 18,000,000 



Suppose one half of this quantity not to be exposed for sale, and 

consequently not liable to the Ahiage duties . - - - 9,000,000 

Deduct the quantity imported from England - - - - 730,844 



Liable to the Alnage 



8,269,156 



£. s. d. 

Alnage duties, at the rate of id for every five yards - - 6,890. 19. — 



Memorandum . — This Estimate applies merely to the goods used for clothing, 
and does not include woollen articles manufactured for other purposes, as 
baize, carpets, blankets, &c. &c.- 



* Six yards of cloth are obviouaiy insufficioiit for the large frize coat universally worn by the 
Irish peasant, independently of other articles of dress; eight yards are usually allowed as the 
average consumption of each person. 
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